Test knowledge of the family

1. What is the difference between a family and a household?

2. What is an extended family?

3. What is a nuclear family?

4. What is a reconstituted family?

5. Can you have adopted children and still call yourself a ‘nuclear family’?

6. What is a blended family?

7. What do you understand by the term cohabitation?

8. Why are married couples seen to be monogamous? 

9. What do you understand by the word kin?

10. When people cohabit, what are they doing?

11. Why was Murdoch a functionalist?

12. How do functionalist’s view the family?

13. How many societies did Murdoch examine?

14. What period did Murdoch publish his work on the family?

15.  Murdoch identified four distinct functions of the family. What were they?

16. What type of family did Murdoch say was the most common?

17. What did Murdoch mean when he said the family is a functional prerequisite?  

18. What is the family for?

19. What did Parsons believe the main function of the family was?

20. What perspective of the family did Parsons have?

21. What did Parsons mean when he said women had an ‘expressive role’ in the family?

22. What type of family did Parsons believe was the ideal model?

23. What did Parsons mean when he said men had an ‘instrumental role’ in the family?

24. What is the sexual division of labour?

25. What is the ‘warm bath theory’ in relation to Parsons view of the family?

26. Why is Functionalism often referred to as a consensual perspective? 

27. What is Marxism?

28. What is capitalism?

29. What is the economic base?

30. What is the superstructure?

31. Who are the bourgeoisie?

32. Who are the proletariat?

33. Why do Marxists see the social classes as being in perpetual conflict?

34. How do Marxists view the family?

35. Identify the main criticism of Marxist perspectives of the family?

